Why the rabbit has long ears

Long, long ago, Conejo, the rabbit, used to have tiny tiny ears. This is the story of why the rabbit has long ears.

One day, Conejo got tired of being so small. He went up to the heavens to speak to the gods and see what they might be able to do about his problem.

“I want to be big,” Conejo said to the gods.

“Go away. We’re busy,” the gods replied.

“But I want to be big!” Conejo said in a louder voice.

“Go away. We are way too busy to deal with the small problems of small animals,” said the gods.

“But PLEEEEEAAASSSSEEEE! I want to be BIG!” yelled Conejo.

Finally, the gods decided to give Conejo a very hard job to do so that he would leave them alone.

“Fine! Go and find the following things and then we’ll see what we can do. Go and get some tears from Tigre and teeth from Caimán. Also bring Culebra and Abeja and his brothers.”

“YAY! Great! Once I find these things, I will be BIG,” said Conejo. And off he went.

First he found Tigre walking along the road. When he saw him, he decided to tell him something very sad to make him cry. He told him that his wife died, and this made Tigre cry big fat tears. Conejo collected the tears in a small gourd then told Tigre that his wife was fine. Before Tigre could get angry, Conejo ran away.

Next he came across Caimán bathing in the swamp. Conejo started singing a wonderful song and playing his guitar. When Caimán heard the music, he smiled and started singing along. Conejo threw a stone at his open mouth and out popped one of Caimán’s teeth. Conejo grabbed it, put it into the gourd, and ran away.

Then Conejo saw Culebra in the grass. Conejo started singing a rhyme that said 

“I bet she can fit, 

but they say she can’t fit! 

I bet I bet I bet!” 
Culebra asked what Conejo was singing. “The whole town says that you can’t fit into this gourd, but I bet you can!” replied Conejo. “Oh, I know I can!” replied Culebra, and she crawled into the gourd. Quickly Conejo put the lid on the gourd and ran away.

Finally, Conejo found Abeja and his brothers. Conejo put some honey on a gourd and waited for Abeja to come. Once they flew into the gourd, Conejo closed the lid and ran away.

Conejo ran back to the gods and said “I have everything you asked me for! Now will you make me big?”

The gods saw that Conejo did bring everything they asked for: tears from Tigre and teeth from Caimán. He also brought Culebra and Abeja and his brothers.”

“OK, fine!” the gods said. And just then, one of the gods grabbed Conejo by his ears and pulled pulled PULLED until they were long and floppy. “There you go!” said the gods, “Are you happy now?"

Conejo was very pleased that at least part of him was big. And this is why the rabbit has long ears.

