What’s in YOUR invisible knapsack*?

McIntosh, P. (1989). White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible 

Knapsack. Peace and Freedom (July/August), pp. 10-12. 
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 Language, Identity, and the Multicultural School
Presenter: Dr. Lori Langer de Ramirez, Chair, ESL and World Language Department, Herricks Public Schools, NY


Some challenges:




Aspects of Identity



· Self – unique to me



· Group – shared by some (*conflict)

· Universal – common to all



Some opportunities for excellence:
Introduction Game
1. What’s in a name?

2. “One thing you wouldn’t know about me just by looking…”

Multicultural Approaches 

Banks, J. A., & Banks, C. A. (2003). Multicultural education: Issues and perspectives. NY: Wiley. 
· The Contributions Approach: 
· popular heroes, holidays, foods, festivals, performances, celebrations 
· The Additive Approach: 
literature & themes are added; curriculum is not changed, but expanded 
· The Transformation Approach: 
· structure of curriculum is changed to allow for variety of viewpoints
· The Social Action Approach: 
students encouraged to give opinions, make decisions and take action 
Windows and Mirrors
: “Windows let us see others, mirrors allow us to see ourselves.”

Stiles, E. (1988). Listening for all Voices, Summit, NJ. 
The Partnership for 21st Century Skills (http://www.21stcenturyskills.org) 
In the 21st century, in order to be successful students will need to…

· Communicate and collaborate with people across cultural, geographic & language boundaries
· Think critically
· Solve complex, multidisciplinary, open-ended problems                                                         

· Be creative 

· Demonstrate entrepreneurial thinking

· Show innovative use of knowledge, information & opportunities

Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) Standards (www.tesol.org)  

· Goal 1: To use English to communicate in social settings
· Goal 2: To use English to achieve academically in all content areas
· Goal 3: To use English in socially and culturally appropriate ways
Investigate ( Communicate ( Celebrate!


Questions? Comments? Send an email!  lori@miscositas.com | www.miscositas.com 
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Language		


Learning Abilities/Styles


Other?

















